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A business meeting of the College and 
Reference Section was held in the ball 
room of the New Willard Hotel, Wash- 
ington, Wednesday afternoon, May 27, 
1914. Mr. N. L. Goodrich, librarian of 
Dartmouth College, presided, and Mr. C. 
R. Green, librarian of the Massachusetts 
Agricultural College, acted as temporary 
secretary. 

It was voted that the officers of*the sec- 
tion be authorized to investigate as to the 
advisability of holding separate meetings 
for the college librarians, apart from those 
of the reference librarians. 

It was also voted that the officers of the 
section investigate as to the advisability 
of printing papers in advance of the meet- 
ings of the annual convention. 



After some discussion concerning meth- 
od and form of organization of this sec- 
tion, the following Executive committee 
was chosen: For one year, Sarah B. As- 
kew, Trenton, N. J.; for two years, Aza- 
riah S. Root, Oberlin, O.; for three years, 
Harold L. Leupp, Berkeley, Calif. 

A meeting with a prearranged program, 
relating to reference work, was conducted 
jointly on Wednesday afternoon, preced- 
ing the above business meeting, by the 
League of Library Commissions and the 
College and Reference Section. For the 
papers read at this meeting see the min- 
utes of the League of Library Commis- 
sions. 



SECTION ON LIBRARY WORK WITH CHILDREN 



The meeting of the Section on Library 
Work with Children took place Wednes- 
day morning, May 27, in the ballroom of 
the New Willard, Miss Agnes Cowing, 
chairman of the section, presiding, and 
Miss Ethel P. Underhill, secretary. 

The first paper was by Miss LAURA A. 
THOMPSON, librarian of the Children's 
Bureau, Washington, D. C, on 

THE FEDERAL CHILDREN'S BUREAU 

The Children's Bureau, which at the 
present time forms one of the four 
bureaus in the Department of Labor, was 
established by Act of Congress, approved 
April 9, 1912, but did not begin active op- 
erations until August 23 of the same year, 
when the appropriation for its mainte- 
nance became available. It has thus been 
in existence about a year and nine months. 

The establishment of a national bureau 
devoted to the interests of children had 
for several years been urged upon Con- 
gress by various organizations and indi- 
viduals, because of the increasing com- 



plexity of the problems affecting children 
which the tangled conditions of our mod- 
ern social and economic life have brought 
into being. An urgent need had come to 
be felt for a central agency which might 
make available to the fullest extent the 
knowledge and experience of different 
communities and organizations in dealing 
with these problems, and which might also 
ascertain and popularize right standards 
for the care and development of all chil- 
dren, as well as for the treatment of un- 
fortunate and handicapped children. 

The statute creating the Bureau defines 
its duties thus: 

"The said bureau shall investigate and 
report . . . upon all matters pertaining 
to the welfare of children and child life 
among all classes of our people, and shall 
especially investigate the questions of in- 
fant mortality, the birth-rate, orphanage, 
juvenile courts, desertion, dangerous oc- 
cupations, accidents and diseases of chil- 
dren, employment, legislation affecting 
children in the several states and terri- 
tories. . . ." 

It will be seen that the statute gave 



